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D * . aad . SMftgS? g smamlst JOBBttfflML to a ..US declaration to rearm Japan . 

11 The USSR 

Soviet propaganda in the postwar period has consistently changed US 
remili tari zation of Japan and Soviet leaders oust have realised that thiir policies 
would eventually bring about such a development. Nevertheless* the Kremlin would 
undoubtedly view Japanese reanaaaa: t, particularly in conjunction with US* Western 
teopean and German rearmament, as a grave threat to Soviet objectives and ultimately 
the USSR itself. 


The Soviet reaction would depend in part on the extent of Japanese rearma- 
ment. A modest and perhaps unannounced program of creating further paramilitary 
forces and building up a nucleus for a future Japanese Arny* Havy and Air Force 


could probably be undertaken without evoking more than further and probably interns!- 
fled charges of American aggressive intentions. Japanese rearmament on a broader 
soale^ would produce a more violent reaction* probably including diplomatic moves, 
and perhaps paralleling currant Soviet reactions to West German rearmament. The 
wistSnce or absence of a Japanese peace treay, signed by most of the belligerents 
but not the USSRand Oo maottl gt China* would probably not affect the Soviet reaction 


itself* but the existence of a treaty might limit the effectiveness of Soviet 
propaganda aimed at former victims of Japanese aggression* 

... „ BiJiSR <( W^ld fi ^r*ably see numerous possibilities in the situation for 

■nji iL.uan Tir n inmi u 


thwarting zx or lim i ting Japanese rearmament. The USSR could attempt to increase 
and exploit Japanese fears, threatening Japan with warnings of fatal consequences 
such as are new being directed to Western Germany. The continuation of a technical 

^ — Htfrwui mnmj'fir -i — ■■■■■■■- 

the USSR and Communist China on the on® hand and Japan on the 
other would be most useful to the USSR in this respect. Restoration of Japanese 
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would also provide the USSR with 


the possibility of exploiting Japanese desires for trade and Japan'T rwc®nlticffli 

. . ' ... . » , ^ 

of it® mili tary vulnerability. The USSR, through its own propaganda media end local 




Qfflaroals t parties could, aleo play on the fears and aaaorles of the population 
of Southeast Asia in an effort to both limit Japanese rearmament and to promote 
division between the US and its Asian Allies* Furthermore, Soviet threats as to 




the consequences of Japanese rearmament need not be limited to Asia* and the USSR 




could exploit the situation In an effort to further the break between the OS and 
ita ®uxpean Allies already evident In Surppean concern over US policy in Asia* 

1WM»1 l»M*WlliM|llWWMilH(«W * T£ w : *-«tv*rt>v*rr>» •; ..* ,, .*,. v ;.« , -~>,.| T v r 1 111 l>, " l *» wl ' ^^i*****"* +rn«* «M mni au mi l , ... 

The likelihood of an eventual Soviet resort to war, probably in conjunction 


with C omm u ni st China, cannot be assessed with any degree of accuracy and such a 
decision on the part o the USSR would depend on a msaiber of outside factors. Ihe 

most important of these would be the overall international situation end the Soviet 

r 

estimate of the ve*e that a rearmed Japan would play in the balance of power. Other 
factors might be the military situation in Asia, the degree of Chinese Communist 
involvement in hostilities in Korea or elsewhere, the ntirtbpacBfcc extent to which 
West Snropean, particularly Vest Oerm^rearemmant had developed, and the tempo of 
Japanese rearmament. 


2. Ccvwainlst China 


Xn general, Communist China's reaction to the rearmament of Japan would 
supplement that of the USSR. Communist propaganda charges of the aggressive 
intent of Japan and the US would gain additional force, although this might be 
tempered somewhat by growing di siUusioraaant and dislike of the regime. Chinese 
Cowiamist plans, as well as the Krwalirife, have probably been made in the realisation 
thajr Comaamiet policies would eventually result in Japanese rearmament. A Chinese 


Corasunist decision to attempt to thwart rearmament through an attack on Japan would 
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depend priiaarlly on (1) the degree to which the Chinese CcaaBsmiets are willing to 
embark on a military venture which would depend heavily on Soviet logistic support 
and the degree to which the USSR is willing or able to supply such support, and 
(2) the degree to which the Chinese Ccnau^ists, acting in dovc£/r with the USSR, are 
willing to run the risk of war with the OB. To a lesser extent Chinese and Soviet 
views might he influenced by the degree to which, in their estimation, the danger 
of Japan is offset by an expectation that Japan — rearmed or not — is in the long 
nmjfco dependent Upon the trade and resources of the Asiatic mainland and sc 
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vulnerable Militarily as to make inevitable a Japanese iwSc'oiiaMaCicn 
Soviet bloc. / 
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